
Digital Photography 
Post Production: Preparing Files for Output: Printing and Color Management  
 
You have been shooting images from throughout the semester and editing them using 
Camera Raw and Photoshop. In the power point earlier today, we discussed the 
relationship between image resolution and your finished work.  
 
For this weeks homework I would like you to practice creating and saving various image 
files while focusing on the output stage of your digital workflow. 
 
By this point you should have already determined your digital workflow (think organization) 
If you are using the model presented in class (a folder for each assignment with additional 
folders nested inside of it) you will already be partially done with this assignment!  
 
We have reviewed basic editing in Camera Raw and how to save all your files as psd 
(photoshop) files in your “Working” folder. If you have been following our workflow diligently 
with each batch of photographs we have taken throughout the semester these last steps 
should be easy! 
 
We are now going to focus on getting your images ready for Output. Remember that files 
in the Output folder are always intended for a specific device (a specific printer or a monitor) 
so there is no prescriptive, singular way to do this (ugh! there never is, right!?!) 
 
 
PART ONE: !Before you begin working make sure the images you are working with have 
been dragged to the Desktop.  
 
- GETTING YOUR psd FILES READY FOR SCREEN: 
 
As always, the more specific you can be in labeling your files the easier it will be to know 
the exact purpose of a copy of the working image. You may want to make a copy from 
your “Print” file and a copy for your “Computer” or “Screen” file. Clarity in labeling will allow 
you to know the exact purpose of that copy of the working image. 
 
For example LAST NAME_ ASSIGNMENT_DATE_DESCRIPTION _OUTPUT DEVICE: 
Marisa_PhotoSeries_112015_OutdoorPool1_Screen).  
 
You will want to make sure that you are very clear in your file names what output device 
you are targeting. Name your files well! It will be easier for you in the long run.  
 
One of the myths of preparing your files for viewing on a computer monitor is that the 
resolution needs to be changed to 72 ppi. 72ppi is the lowest resolution you can have for 
the image to appear “normal” looking to the average human eye.  Since you are shooting in 
RAW you are always guaranteed a greater resolution than 72ppi. 
 
But enough with the tech talk, let’s get working! 
 
 



 
1 Open the appropriate Working psd (the image you want to save as a jpeg) 
2 Duplicate the image: Image > Duplicate 
3 Close the original working psd file 
4 If you have made edits and Photoshop and have layers, flatten the image: Layers > 

Flatten Image (please note, if you have just edited your image using Camera Raw, 
you don’t have layers and don’t need to do this) 

5 Convert to sRGB: Edit > Convert to Profile (this is ONLY if you have a destination printer 
profile) 

6 Change the image size to 300ppi at its widest dimension Image > Image Size > Pixel 
Dimensions (make sure you have checked “Constrain Proportions”  

7 Perform your final sharpening: Filter > Sharpen > Smart Sharpen. 
8 (Generally less aggressive sharpening for monitor output) 
9 Save as Jpeg (Quality 11) in your “Screen” folder. 
10 Repeat this process for every one of your selected images. 
11 E-mail me TWO images (by this Sunday evening) that you have saved for web and 

put your name in the subject header. Ms46@sunywcc.edu. These images do not 
have to be the images for the Photographic Series, but if you want to, you can send 
them to me. You still however, have to bring your series to class next week – to 
present in whatever format you wish – whether you are going to make prints or an 
on-screen presentation.  
 

PART TWO: 
GETTING YOUR psd FILES READY FOR PRINT: 
1 Open the Working psd 
2 Duplicate the image Image > Duplicate 
3 Close the original working psd file 
4 Flatten the image Layers > Flatten Image 
5 Resize image appropriately (to the paper size you are printing, eg. 5 x 7) at 300 dpi 
6 Image > Image size 
7 Convert to printer profile: Edit > Convert to Profile (this is ONLY if you have a destination 

printer profile) 
8 Save as Jpeg (Quality 11) to your Output > “Print” folder and name the file according to 

how you plan to output it. (what size of paper you plan on printing) 
Repeat this process for every one of your selected images. 
 
PART THREE: 
Paper choice 
Paper size 
Final Print 
 
 
AN EXTRA NOTE: 
Your final project tin this class will REQUIRE that you make prints. For the final project want 
to see your photographs out in the world and not on the screen, for once. As a result, 
learning how to do all of the above (NOW NOT LATER) will help you in many ways.  


