
Project 3: 
Photographic Series



A photo-essay (or photographic essay) is a set or series of photographs 
that are intended to tell a story or evoke a series of emotions in the 
viewer. 



Photo essays range from purely photographic works to photographs 
with captions or small notes to full text essays with a few or many 
accompanying photographs. Photo essays can be sequential in nature, 
intended to be viewed in a particular order, or they may consist of non-
ordered photographs which may be viewed all at once or in an order 
chosen by the viewer.



A photographic series is a group of images related by some aspect 
held in common (ex. a certain mood, subject matter, technique, 
function or purpose). 



This assignment begins with a concept. It is your task to define the 
concept visually and develop it into an interesting “series” of images. 

	  



The requirements of this project are to develop a conceptually 
driven photographic series in either black and white or color (do 
not mix the two). 

Please avoid subject clichés such as sunsets, flowers or other 
overly simplistic subject matter. 

Your series could be a group of related environmental portraits, 
landscapes, self-portraits, night photography, etc.—basically this 
assignment is wide open in terms of subject content, 

however you must stick to ONE THEME | ONE NARRATIVE.  









A minimum of 10 photographs is due for this project. 
A maximum of 20 can be turned in.



This project needs to be made up well thought out photographs that 
also make use of design elements such as line, color, pattern, texture, 

and light that we have discussed throughout this semester. 

Your project should have a title. 

	  



Please remember that the photographs that you submit for your 
project must be taken by you specifically for this project, between now 

and the end of the semester. 

DO NOT reuse old photographs that you may have lying around, even 
if they perfectly fit your project!

	  



The grading criteria will consist of:  

How well your photographs communicate your idea(s) 
Technique: camera use – depth of field, shutter speed, exposure 

and development of the negatives 
Aesthetics: composition, framing, vantage point, etc. 

Presentation of project 
Participation / explanation in the critique. 



All of the skills you've learned during the semester should be applied 
here. Please attempt to demonstrate the virtuosity of those skills, so we 

can celebrate your accomplishment. 

























The Brown Sisters – Nicholas Nixon

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/10/03/magazine/01-brown-sisters-
forty-years.html?_r=0



Post Group-Brainstorming Session 
 

15 minutes on your own 



Group Brainstorming Session 
 

15 minutes with your peers


